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 1 About this handbook

 1.1 The Felsted Skiver is a robust leather paring machine with features that will allow 
you to pare leather for covering books or to produce strips for decorative work. 
With correct use and maintenance it should provide many years of service. 

 1.2 The machine and this manual use the metric system of measurement. Approximate 
Imperial equivalents are given for those more familiar with inches and ounces.

 1.3 This handbook helps you understand the operation and care of the machine. It will 
not teach you how to bind a book.

 1.4 Videos are available on-line to support this handbook:

 1.4.1                  An introduction to the Felsted Skiver       https://vimeo.com/203708211  .

 1.4.2                 Paring leather with the Felsted Skiver       https://vimeo.com/203597204  .

 1.4.3                  Maintenance of the Felsted Skiver https://vimeo.com/203723664  .

 2 Safety

 2.1 The Felsted Skiver uses standard double-edged razor 
blades that are extremely sharp. The design of the 
machine only exposes enough of the blade’s edge to 
allow paring work. Particular care must be taken 
when changing blades and when manipulating 
leather close to the blade edge. A magnetic stylus is 
included and should be used as an added safety 
precaution whenever changing blades.

 3 Warranty

 3.1 The materials and workmanship of the Felsted Skiver are guaranteed for 2 years 
from the date of initial purchase from new. This guarantee does not cover wearing 
parts, namely the guideway screws and the anvil.

 3.2 If it is necessary to return the Felsted Skiver to the UK workshop the cost of 
carriage will be at the customer’s expense however all remedial action and return 
carriage will be at the manufacturer’s expense.
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 4 Parts of the Felsted Skiver

 4.1 The rigid tubular steel frame has sufficient space for a full leather cover to be rolled 
and manipulated to pare the area of the spine. The frame should be clamped or 
screwed firmly to a bench top; a steel clamping wing with holes is provided to allow 
several fixing methods. If using a G-clamp, a screw-type is recommended for 
greater clamping force rather than the pistol-grip style.

 4.2 The blade holder bolts to the frame and is removable for servicing. It can be 
adjusted to fine-tune the angle of cut.

 4.3 The blade clamp holds the razor blade in place. The 
chamfered edge of the clamp should always be at the 
bottom, close to the cutting edge of the blade. The 
thumbscrew and clamping bar are held together as a 
single unit to reduce the possibility of dropping the 
clamp in any waste bin placed under the Skiver.
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Illustration 2: Parts of the Felsted Skiver

Illustration 3: Correct positioning of  
the blade clamp: the angled edge  

should be nearest the anvil



 4.4 The anvil is made from a stiff wear-resistant low-
friction plastic. It can be set parallel to the razor 
edge for an even thickness or adjusted to an 
angle for paring edges of bindings. The vertical 
adjustment wheel is calibrated with 100 micron 
divisions (0.1mm or 0.004”) so that accurate 
paring thicknesses can be set – see Illustration 4. 
1 full turn of the screw increments the anvil 
1.0mm.

 4.5 The Felsted Skiver is supplied with the tools 
needed for all the necessary maintenance: 
2.5mm, 3mm and 4mm hexagonal keys, 8mm open-ended spanner and a bottle of 
dry lubricant. The lubricant consists of ceramic nano-particles in a wax film; this 
keeps the metal parts separated and running smoothly. This lubricant is suspended 
in a volatile fluid that need to evaporate to leave the dry film. This dry film will 
build up with correct application but it should not clog the moving parts or attract 
dirt.

 4.6 A magnetic stylus is included to improve safe handling of razor blades however no 
razor blades are included as this is a matter of user choice. You may wish to read 
the report on razor blades, which can be downloaded from 
http://www.mraggett.co.uk/felstedskiver/razor_blade_test_report.pdf

 5 Clamping the Felsted Skiver to a work surface

 5.1 The Felsted Skiver is fitted with a plate that has 
holes drilled in it. This allows you to either:

 5.1.1 Temporarily clamp the machine to to a 

bench with a G-clamp. Best performance 

will be achieved with a screw-thread G-

clamp as in Illustration 5 rather than the 

pistol-grip style, though for light work the 

latter will be adequate; or

 5.1.2 Screw the machine to a block of plywood, 

which in turn is clamped to a work 

surface; or

 5.1.3 Screw or bolt the machine to a bench. 
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Illustration 4: The adjustment screw is  
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Illustration 5: Holding the Felsted Skiver  
to a workbench with a G-clamp
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 6 Fitting a blade

 6.1 Double-edged razor blades are extremely sharp and 
can be fiddly to manipulate especially for those with 
larger fingers. To reduce the risk of cutting your 
fingers and also to speed up the removal of old 
blades and the fitting of new ones, please use the 
magnetic stylus supplied with the Felsted Skiver.

 6.2 The magnetic stylus has a tapered end with a small 
magnet. This end is sufficient to lift a blade off a 
work surface but will not overcome much resistance 
from, for example, glue residue on the blade. The 
other non-tapered end of the stylus has a stronger 
magnet when more force is required, for example to dislodge the blade from the 
locating pins of the blade holder.

 6.2.1 Remove the blade clamp by unscrewing the thumbscrew.

 6.2.2 Use the large end of the magnetic stylus to remove the old blade and 

dispose of it safely.

 6.2.3 Unwrap a new blade. If the blade is glued to its paper envelope it is good 

practice to open the flaps and place the envelope and blade on a work 

surface blade-down. Keep the blade pressed down in the centre with one 

finger while using your other hand to lift the envelope away from the 

blade. This should leave the blade on the work surface.

 6.2.4 Use the small end of the magnetic stylus to lift the blade and place it onto 

the retaining pins of the blade holder.

 6.2.5 Replace the blade clamp, screwing it down with just enough force to keep 

the blade flat and fully in contact with the blade holder. Do not over 

tighten the thumbscrew.
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Illustration 6: Positioning a new blade  
with the magnetic stylus



 7 Setting the blade holder

 7.1 When new the machine’s blade holder is set to the 
neutral position as shown in Illustration 7. The blade 
angle to the horizontal is fixed at 25° however this 
angle can be altered during use by raising or 
lowering the leather as it approaches the blade.

 7.2 If you use a mix of leathers for a variety of work the 
neutral position is probably the best setting to use. 
Setting the blade in front of or behind the central 
axis will alter the effective blade angle to the leather.

 7.3 Once the blade holder is in the correct position for 
your work it is rarely necessary to adjust it.

 7.4 To check whether the blade holder is in the neutral position :

 7.4.1 Lower the anvil and fit a blade in 

the blade holder   (section 6).

 7.4.2 Raise the anvil until it is almost 

touching the blade. Release the 

anvil locking thumbscrew and, 

looking from the left of the 

machine horizontally at the gap 

between anvil and blade, swing the anvil left or right until the gap is the 

same across the width of the blade – see Illustration 8.

 7.4.3 Using a thin short piece of card, 

position the card on the left of 

the anvil and slowly raise the 

anvil until the blade just grips the 

tip of the card. Do not have the 

card protruding under the blade 

holder or you will not see if the 

card tilts down on the left. If the 

card is at right angles to the anvil the blade holder is in the neutral 

position as shown in Illustration 9.
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Illustration 8: Get the anvil-to-blade gap equal  
by eye

Illustration 9: With the tip of the card just  
gripped by the anvil and blade, the card should be  

horizontal

Illustration 7: The blade tip is on the  
central axis in the neutral position



 7.4.4 Repeat this test for the right hand side of the anvil. If the card is at right 

angles to the anvil the blade holder is in the neutral position on the right 

hand side.

 7.4.5 If both left and right hand sides are neutral the whole blade will be in the 

neutral position.

 7.5 To adjust the blade holder to the neutral position:

 7.5.1 If either the left or right hand tests are not 

at right angles the blade holder needs 

adjustment. This is done by slackening 

both of the blade holder securing screws 

on the top of the frame, moving the holder 

slightly then re-tightening the screws. A 

certain amount of trial-and-error may be 

needed to get the holder in the correct 

position.

 8 Setting the anvil angle

 8.1 The standard anvil supplied with the Felsted Skiver is designed for flat full-width 
paring of leather. This allows narrow strips to be pared for such uses as inlays and 
onlays, or larger areas of leather to be progressively pared to an even thickness. You 
can also set the anvil at an angle to pare a tapered edge. 

 8.2 It is possible to shape the head of the anvil to create varying thicknesses or 
narrower paring widths by shaping the supplied anvil or buying a spare anvil and 
shaping this. Customising your anvil is dealt with in section 1  1.

 8.3 To set the anvil to pare a uniform thickness across the width of the blade:

 8.3.1 Cut a strip of paper 10mm wide and about 100mm long (3/8” x 4”). The 
paper should be smooth and about 100 gsm (2.3 lb/sq.ft).

 8.3.2  Fit a blade into the machine   (section 6).

 8.3.3 Move the anvil up towards the blade using the adjustment screw until the 
anvil is almost touching the blade.

 8.3.4 Make an initial setting of the anvil by eye: release the anvil locking 
thumbscrew and move the anvil left and right until the gap between the 
anvil and blade appears the same across the width of the anvil.
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Illustration 10: Adjusting the blade  
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 8.3.5  Now make the fine adjustment to the anvil: insert the strip of paper 
between the anvil and the blade. If there isn’t enough space for the paper 
to fit, lower the anvil. Raise the anvil gently at the same time as moving 
the strip of paper back and forth in the centre of the blade. When you 
start to feel paper rubbing between the blade stop moving the anvil.

 8.3.6 Pass the paper strip from right to left in the centre of the blade. You 
should feel some resistance as you pull. If you need to increase the 
resistance raise the anvil slightly. When you have pulled the paper strip 
fully passed the blade, insert it again from the right; do not pull it to the 
left or you will cut the paper. 

 8.3.7 Tighten the anvil locking thumbscrew.

 8.3.8 Move the paper strip to the left end of the blade and feel the resistance as 
you pull from right to left. 

 8.3.9 Move the paper strip to the right end of the blade and feel the resistance 
as you pull from right to left.

 8.3.10 If you feel a difference in the force needed 

to pull the paper between the left, centre 

and right hand sides, make a tiny 

movement of the anvil by releasing the 

anvil locking thumbscrew, carefully 

moving to right or left as appropriate, then 

re-tighten the thumbscrew.

 8.3.11 Repeat steps 8.3.8 to 8.3.10 until the 
resistance to pulling the paper strip is even across the width of the blade.

 9 Paring leather

 9.1 Reducing the thickness of leather

 9.1.1 To reduce the thickness of a strip of leather follow these instructions; 

there is also a video demonstration of this on Vimeo 

https://vimeo.com/203597204  :

 9.1.2 Cut a strip of leather longer and wider than you need for your finished 

size (this is to allow for stretching and narrowing since the leather can 

distort during paring).
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Illustration 11: Using a strip of paper  
to set the anvil to cut an even  

thickness
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 9.1.3 Use a scalpel or sharp knife to chamfer the 

left end of the strip (this step isn’t essential but it 

reduces the waste build-up on the left hand end of 

the strip).

 9.1.4  Set the anvil to pare a       uniform       thickness   

(sub-section 8.3) then open the anvil-to-

blade gap wide enough to allow your 

leather through.

 9.1.5 Hold the leather in your right hand, hair side down. Pull the leather 

repeatedly from left to right and back again while adjusting the anvil 

upwards until you feel the blade start to bite the leather.

 9.1.6 Now grip the leather so that you are pulling with your right hand and 

guiding the strip with your left hand. Move the strip to the left so that you 

have just enough of it protruding from the right of the blade to grip with. 

 9.1.7 Increment the anvil height by 0.1mm (0.002”) (1 division of the 

adjustment screw) and pull the strip from left to right. This should 

remove a shaving of leather from the flesh side, but leathers can vary in 

quality and thickness so you may need to run the leather backwards and 

forwards a few times, incrementing the anvil as necessary, to achieve a 

smooth even finish.

 9.1.8 Use a small brush such as a tooth brush to clear any parings left on the 

blade. Having a waste bin under the Felsted Skiver to collect the parings 

is a good way of keeping the floor clear of waste.

 9.1.9 When you have pulled the strip past the blade completely you should slide 

the strip back between the anvil and blade as you pull the strip from right 

to left. Never slide the strip back between the anvil and blade without the 

right-to-left motion or you will slice into the leather. The corners of the 

anvil have a small radius to help slide the leather between the anvil and 

blade.

 9.1.10 When the strip feels even, measure the thickness at intervals using a 

thickness gauge. Using a measurement enables you to repeat the same 

thickness on other strips. Alternatively you can fold the leather between 
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your finger and observe the amount of spring-back and also feel any 

variation in the thickness along the crease. 

 9.1.11 If you need finely pared 

strips 0.1mm (0.002”) or 

thinner for on-lay work, 

do not continue to thin 

the leather on the flesh 

side but jump straight to 

sub-section 9.3 

describing the thin leather paring technique  .

 9.1.12 Continue to pare the leather strip, incrementing the anvil height each 

time. The increment you choose will depend on the sharpness of the 

blade and the properties of the leather, but somewhere between 0.05mm 

and 0.2mm (0.001” and 0.004”) per cut is typical.

 9.2 Judging when the blade is blunt

 9.2.1 As you progressively pare the thickness of the leather you will gradually 

blunt the razor blade. You need to turn the blade to the second edge or 

replace the blade before the risk of tearing the leather becomes too great. 

As the blade dulls you will feel the force needed to pull the leather 

increase and the blade will not bite into the leather as well as when new. 

Judging the point when the blade needs replacing will come with 

experience but err on the safe side if working on an expensive skin.

 9.2.2 If you are changing to a fresh sharp edge part-way through paring a strip 

of leather there is a risk that the new edge will bite and tear the strip so it 

is a good idea to retract the anvil by about 0.05mm (0.001”) (half a 

division on the adjustment wheel) before taking the first cut with the 

new blade.

 9.3 Paring a thin layer (‘lace curtain’) of leather

 9.3.1 You should be able to easily pare almost any leather to a thickness of 

0.5mm (0.013”) with the Felsted Skiver by paring on the flesh side of the 

leather. Thicknesses down to 0.3mm (0.008”) are possible with many book 

leathers but as the leather becomes progressively thinner it also distorts 
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more and is inclined to tear if you continue to pare on the flesh side. If 

you need finely pared leather with a thickness of 0.05mm to 0.15mm 

(0.001” to 0.003”) it is best to pare this from the skin side of a reasonably 

thick piece of leather.

 9.3.2  Fit a new blade   (section 6) or edge in the Felsted Skiver and pare the 

leather on the flesh side just enough to have a smooth finish and an even 

thickness. This should leave you with a blade that is still relatively sharp 

and you can continue to the next step but if you feel it is necessary, fit a 

fresh blade edge as you will need a relatively sharp blade for the next 

stage. 

 9.3.3 Turn the leather over so that the skin side 

is uppermost and pare the thickness you 

require in one cut. You may not need to 

adjust the anvil for this cut but this 

depends on the leather and the thickness 

you require. You may need to retract or 

advance the anvil slightly depending on the 

effect you want.

 10 Paring paper

 10.1 Although the Felsted Skiver is designed for paring 
leather it can also be used to pare paper where a scarf 
joint may be preferable to a lap joint when joining 
two fairly thick pieces of paper. Using a paring 
machine has the advantage over hand paring of 
maintaining a constant angle for both sides of the 
joint.

 10.2 A scarf joint in paper typically requires an angle of 
between 5° and 6° to give a glued surface ten times 
the paper thickness. To set this angle:

 10.2.1 Cut a small strip of card and measure its thickness. For this example we’ll 

say it is 1.0mm (0.025”) thick.

 10.2.2 Move the anvil away from the blade by several millimetres.
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Illustration 14: 0.1mm thick piece of  
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Illustration 15: Lap and scarf joints



 10.2.3 Release the anvil locking thumbscrew and give a small tilt to the anvil so 

that the side furthest away from you will contact the blade first when you 

raise the anvil. Tighten the anvil locking thumbscrew.

 10.2.4 Raise the anvil so that the anvil just touches the blade (the blade will bend 

slightly to accommodate this).

 10.2.5 Hold a ruler against the anvil so that 

the zero mark is where the blade 

touches the anvil and place the strip of 

card on the anvil between the anvil and 

blade at the point where the blade just 

touches the card. The measurement on 

the ruler needs to be ten times the 

thickness of the card – 10mm (0.25”) in 

this example.

 10.2.6 Repeat from step 10.2.2 adjusting the angle until you get the desired 

value.

 10.2.7 You are free to choose any angle that can be set on the anvil; the 

important thing is that it doesn’t change between the paring of the two 

pieces of paper that form the joint.

 10.3 You now need to pull each piece of paper 

through the Felsted Skiver evenly so that 

a uniform curl of paper is taken off to 

form the chamfer; this takes practice. If 

your paper is printed you may need to 

turn the second piece of paper over to 

form the other half of the chamfer and 

keep the page sequence correct.

 10.4 It is best to pull the paper past the blade at an angle of about 45° to get a slicing 

action.

 10.5 Paper quality and grain direction can have a significant effect on the success of 

paper paring so it is a good idea to practice on some spare pieces of the actual 

paper you will be using until you are confident your technique will work.
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 11 Maintenance

 11.1 Daily tasks

 11.1.1 Clean the machine of dust and paring debris using a soft brush or small 

vacuum cleaner.

 11.1.2 Lower the anvil a few millimetres and remove the blade from the 

machine before returning the machine to its box.

 11.2 Weekly tasks

 11.2.1 There is a video demonstrating the adjustment and lubrication of the 

Felsted Skiver at https://vimeo.com/203723664  .

 11.2.2 Clean the machine of dust and paring debris.

 11.2.3 Grip the sides of the anvil between thumb and forefinger and try moving 

the anvil from side to side. If you can feel movement, adjust the slideway 

screws as described in sub-section 11.3  .

 11.2.4 Remove the anvil.

 11.2.5 Shake the bottle of lubricant 

supplied with the Felsted Skiver and 

put 2 drops into each of the two 

slideways – see Illustration 18. This 

lubricant should be allowed to dry 

before using the machine again.

 11.2.6 Put a drop of the lubricant above the 

anvil adjustment screw and another 

drop below the screw. This lubricant 

should be allowed to dry before 

using the machine again.
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 11.2.7 Do NOT lubricate any of the parts in contact with the anvil: the 

engineering-grade plastic the anvil is made from is already low-friction 

and self-lubricating.

 11.3 Adjusting the anvil slideway screws

 11.3.1 The slideway screws are adjusted so 

that the anvil can slide up and down 

freely but not loosely. If you feel that 

adjusting the anvil has become too 

difficult or if the anvil feels loose in its 

sideways movement, adjust the four 

screws as follows:

 11.3.2 Use the 8mm spanner to loosen the 4 

lock nuts.

 11.3.3 Use the 2.5mm hexagonal key to loosen 

the 4 screws about 2 turns.

 11.3.4 Grip the sides of the anvil between finger and thumb and try moving it 

from side to side: you should feel it move.

 11.3.5 Whilst you have the anvil loose, try raising and lowering it with a few 

turns on the adjustment screw. The screw should have a little tightness 

due to the anti-backlash spring but it should move smoothly. If it does 

not, the anvil guide may need a more thorough clean – see sub-section 

11.6  .

 11.3.6 Use the 2.5mm hexagonal key to tighten the 2 screws on the inside of the 

machine frame until you just feel resistance increase, then slacken each 

of the screws a quarter of a turn. Tighten the lock nuts of these 2 screws 

with the 8mm spanner.
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 11.3.7 Now use the 2.5mm hexagonal key to tighten the 2 screws on the outside 

of the frame until you just feel resistance increase, then slacken each of 

the screws an eighth of a turn and tighten the lock nuts. Check that you 

cannot feel sideways movement on the anvil: if you can, loosen the lock 

nuts, tighten the screws slightly then re-tighten the lock nuts.

 11.3.8 Using the anvil adjustment screw, try raising and lowering the anvil: you 

should feel slightly more resistance than you did in step 10.3.5 but the 

stiffness should not be so great that you have difficulty operating the 

adjustment screw. Re-adjust the screws if necessary until you get the feel 

you want. Do not have the screws too loose or the anvil will move from 

side to side, which will reduce the precision of the machine.

 11.4 Replacing worn anvil slideway screws

 11.4.1 The anvil slides up and down on 4 adjustable stainless steel screws that 

require proper lubrication for a long life. Even so, after much use these 

screws will become worn making precise adjustment of the anvil 

movement difficult. If you cannot adjust the anvil slideway screws   (sub-

section 11.3) satisfactorily the screw tips should be checked for signs of 

wear and replaced if necessary.

 11.4.2 Check the 4 slideway screws for wear by removing them and looking at 

the conical tips. If any of the screws’ tips shows a flattened area all 4 

screws should be replaced.

 11.4.3 Purchase and fit 4 screws with the following specification:

screw type: stainless steel, hexagon socket, conical point

thread size: M4 x 0.7 (metric coarse thread)

thread length: 10mm

It is important that the screws have conical points, not cup or flat 

points. Screws of this type are readily available on-line or may be 

purchased by contacting www.felstedskiver.com  .
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 11.5 Correcting a worn anvil surface

 11.5.1 The anvil is made from a low-friction wear-resistant engineering grade 

plastic but after extended use it may become worn or scored. You can 

restore the anvil surface using the following procedure:

 11.5.2 Remove the anvil by unscrewing the 

anvil locking thumbscrew and the 

anvil retaining screw completely. 

There are spring washers under the 

head of the anvil retaining screw 

that you should be careful not to 

lose.

 11.5.3 The most important aspect of the anvil is that the top edge is straight 

when viewed from the front so that an even thickness can be pared. It 

should also have a radius when viewed from the side and at right angles 

to the thin edge. To restore the edge you will need several wet & dry 

abrasive sheets in the range 400 grit to 1200 grit. If the damage to the 

anvil is severe you might also need a 220 grit sheet.

 11.5.4 Wet the 400 grit sheet and place it on a flat rigid surface such as a sheet 

of toughened glass. 

 11.5.5 Holding the anvil upside down between the thumb and forefinger of 

both hands, stroke the anvil across the abrasive paper with a rocking 

motion. Check frequently that the anvil edge is straight using an 

accurate edge such as a steel ruler or set square.

 11.5.6 The corner of the anvil should have a small radius to help slide the 

leather between anvil and blade. Restore this radius by giving the 

corners of the anvil a few strokes on the wet & dry paper.

 11.5.7 Once you have removed any damage and wear from the edge, replace the 

wet & dry paper with the next finer grade such as 800 grit and repeat 

steps 11.5.5 and 11.5.6.
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 11.5.8 To get a smooth finish you can optionally use a sheet of 1200 grit wet & 

dry, repeating steps 11.5.5 and 11.5.6 again.

 11.5.9 If you find it difficult to achieve a flat edge you may need to place a 

narrow strip of thin paper under the wet & dry sheet. This raises the 

abrasive sheet slightly along a narrow area and lets you apply a little 

more pressure where needed.

 11.6 Full strip-down service

 11.6.1 If the machine has been well maintained it will rarely be necessary to 

completely disassemble the skiver. Should it be necessary, follow this 

procedure:

 11.6.2 Remove the blade.

 11.6.3 Unscrew and remove the blade holder.

 11.6.4 Unscrew the anvil locking thumbscrew and the anvil retaining screw 

making sure that the spring washers are kept safely, then remove the 

anvil.

 11.6.5 Release the 4 lock nuts and remove the 4 screws from the anvil slideway.

 11.6.6 Turn the anvil adjustment screw until the anvil slideway comes out of 

the adjustment screw.

 11.6.7 The anvil adjustment screw has an anti-backlash spring washer fitted. 

Remove the adjustment screw and spring washer carefully and keep the 

washer safe.

 11.6.8 Reassembly is the reverse process of disassembly. 
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 11.6.9 Clean any surplus lubricant off the guideways and the anvil adjustment 

screw with a dry cloth. Re-lubricate with several drops of ceramic wax 

lubricant and allow to dry.

 11.6.10 When you have replaced the anvil slideway, the anvil adjustment screw 

and the anti-backlash washer, put back the 4 screws and lock nuts and 

follow procedure 11.3   to adjust the slideway movement.

 11.6.11 Attach the anvil ensuring that the 2 spring washers are under the head 

of the anvil retaining bolt.

 11.6.12 Attach the blade holder and follow section 7   to set this correctly.

 11.6.13 Follow section 8   to set the anvil correctly.

 12 Creating a custom anvil

 12.1 The standard anvil for the Felsted Skiver is made with a straight edge so that an 
even thickness of leather can be pared across the width of the blade. This works in 
the majority of cases but some users may have a specialist need for narrow or 
curved cuts. For this the user can shape the anvil to their own needs, either by 
altering the supplied anvil or buying a spare and swapping between anvils as 
needed.

 12.2 As an example, let’s assume that we want to pare the 
spine of a full leather cover where the hinges are 
formed by thinning the leather on a radius from its 
normal 1.0mm thickness down to 0.6mm. For this we 
are going to shape the anvil as shown in the diagram:

 12.3 The shaping is done using a progression of wet & dry 
paper working down from 200 grit, 400 grit, 800 grit 
and 1200 grit on a flat firm surface. 

 12.4 If a step is required in the anvil rather than a smooth 
curve, a template is placed under the abrasive sheets to obtain the required shape. 
For a single-use template a rectangle of paper is all that’s required, preferably a 
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Illustration 21: Left: a custom anvil  
shape. Right: the standard straight  

anvil



sized watercolour grade that will resist the water used on wet & dry paper. For 
repeated use waxed paper, acetate sheet or some recycled plastic packaging can be 
used. The thicker the template the deeper the step will be.

 12.5 If you need an accurate curve make a radius gauge so 
that you know when your anvil is the correct shape. 
Card or plastic can be used for this.

 12.6 Place a piece of 220 grit wet & dry paper over the 
template if you are using one and onto a flat surface.

 12.7 Holding the anvil upside down between the thumb 
and forefinger stroke the anvil across the abrasive 
paper with a rocking motion. Changing hands and 
turning the anvil frequently will help keep the wear 
even both side-to-side and front-to-back. Check 
frequently that the anvil edge is curving correctly using a steel ruler or the gauge.

 12.8 When you are happy with the shape, replace the wet & dry paper with a sheet of 400 
grit wet & dry and smooth the anvil using the same hand action, then use 800 grit, 
then 1200 grit to get an increasingly smooth finish.

 13 Service and support

 13.1 The Felsted Skiver is a simple robust machine that can be serviced by most users 
themselves. Some parts will eventually wear to the point where they will need 
replacing. The main wearing part are the slideway screws and the anvil. 
Replacements can be obtained from the manufacturer at www.felstedskiver.com  . If 
you prefer your machine to be refurbished by the manufacturer, contact 
www.felstedskiver.com   for a quote.
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Illustration 22: Make a gauge or use  
a ruler or set square to check the  

shape of the custom anvil

http://www.felstedskiver.com/
http://www.felstedskiver.com/

	1 About this handbook
	1.1 The Felsted Skiver is a robust leather paring machine with features that will allow you to pare leather for covering books or to produce strips for decorative work. With correct use and maintenance it should provide many years of service.
	1.2 The machine and this manual use the metric system of measurement. Approximate Imperial equivalents are given for those more familiar with inches and ounces.
	1.3 This handbook helps you understand the operation and care of the machine. It will not teach you how to bind a book.
	1.4 Videos are available on-line to support this handbook:
	1.4.1 An introduction to the Felsted Skiver https://vimeo.com/203708211.
	1.4.2 Paring leather with the Felsted Skiver https://vimeo.com/203597204.
	1.4.3 Maintenance of the Felsted Skiver https://vimeo.com/203723664.

	2 Safety
	2.1 The Felsted Skiver uses standard double-edged razor blades that are extremely sharp. The design of the machine only exposes enough of the blade’s edge to allow paring work. Particular care must be taken when changing blades and when manipulating leather close to the blade edge. A magnetic stylus is included and should be used as an added safety precaution whenever changing blades.

	3 Warranty
	3.1 The materials and workmanship of the Felsted Skiver are guaranteed for 2 years from the date of initial purchase from new. This guarantee does not cover wearing parts, namely the guideway screws and the anvil.
	3.2 If it is necessary to return the Felsted Skiver to the UK workshop the cost of carriage will be at the customer’s expense however all remedial action and return carriage will be at the manufacturer’s expense.

	4 Parts of the Felsted Skiver
	4.1 The rigid tubular steel frame has sufficient space for a full leather cover to be rolled and manipulated to pare the area of the spine. The frame should be clamped or screwed firmly to a bench top; a steel clamping wing with holes is provided to allow several fixing methods. If using a G-clamp, a screw-type is recommended for greater clamping force rather than the pistol-grip style.
	4.2 The blade holder bolts to the frame and is removable for servicing. It can be adjusted to fine-tune the angle of cut.
	4.3 The blade clamp holds the razor blade in place. The chamfered edge of the clamp should always be at the bottom, close to the cutting edge of the blade. The thumbscrew and clamping bar are held together as a single unit to reduce the possibility of dropping the clamp in any waste bin placed under the Skiver.
	4.4 The anvil is made from a stiff wear-resistant low-friction plastic. It can be set parallel to the razor edge for an even thickness or adjusted to an angle for paring edges of bindings. The vertical adjustment wheel is calibrated with 100 micron divisions (0.1mm or 0.004”) so that accurate paring thicknesses can be set – see Illustration 4. 1 full turn of the screw increments the anvil 1.0mm.
	4.5 The Felsted Skiver is supplied with the tools needed for all the necessary maintenance: 2.5mm, 3mm and 4mm hexagonal keys, 8mm open-ended spanner and a bottle of dry lubricant. The lubricant consists of ceramic nano-particles in a wax film; this keeps the metal parts separated and running smoothly. This lubricant is suspended in a volatile fluid that need to evaporate to leave the dry film. This dry film will build up with correct application but it should not clog the moving parts or attract dirt.
	4.6 A magnetic stylus is included to improve safe handling of razor blades however no razor blades are included as this is a matter of user choice. You may wish to read the report on razor blades, which can be downloaded from http://www.mraggett.co.uk/felstedskiver/razor_blade_test_report.pdf

	5 Clamping the Felsted Skiver to a work surface
	5.1 The Felsted Skiver is fitted with a plate that has holes drilled in it. This allows you to either:
	5.1.1 Temporarily clamp the machine to to a bench with a G-clamp. Best performance will be achieved with a screw-thread G-clamp as in Illustration 5 rather than the pistol-grip style, though for light work the latter will be adequate; or
	5.1.2 Screw the machine to a block of plywood, which in turn is clamped to a work surface; or
	5.1.3 Screw or bolt the machine to a bench.

	6 Fitting a blade
	6.1 Double-edged razor blades are extremely sharp and can be fiddly to manipulate especially for those with larger fingers. To reduce the risk of cutting your fingers and also to speed up the removal of old blades and the fitting of new ones, please use the magnetic stylus supplied with the Felsted Skiver.
	6.2 The magnetic stylus has a tapered end with a small magnet. This end is sufficient to lift a blade off a work surface but will not overcome much resistance from, for example, glue residue on the blade. The other non-tapered end of the stylus has a stronger magnet when more force is required, for example to dislodge the blade from the locating pins of the blade holder.
	6.2.1 Remove the blade clamp by unscrewing the thumbscrew.
	6.2.2 Use the large end of the magnetic stylus to remove the old blade and dispose of it safely.
	6.2.3 Unwrap a new blade. If the blade is glued to its paper envelope it is good practice to open the flaps and place the envelope and blade on a work surface blade-down. Keep the blade pressed down in the centre with one finger while using your other hand to lift the envelope away from the blade. This should leave the blade on the work surface.
	6.2.4 Use the small end of the magnetic stylus to lift the blade and place it onto the retaining pins of the blade holder.
	6.2.5 Replace the blade clamp, screwing it down with just enough force to keep the blade flat and fully in contact with the blade holder. Do not over tighten the thumbscrew.

	7 Setting the blade holder
	7.1 When new the machine’s blade holder is set to the neutral position as shown in Illustration 7. The blade angle to the horizontal is fixed at 25° however this angle can be altered during use by raising or lowering the leather as it approaches the blade.
	7.2 If you use a mix of leathers for a variety of work the neutral position is probably the best setting to use. Setting the blade in front of or behind the central axis will alter the effective blade angle to the leather.
	7.3 Once the blade holder is in the correct position for your work it is rarely necessary to adjust it.
	7.4 To check whether the blade holder is in the neutral position:
	7.4.1 Lower the anvil and fit a blade in the blade holder (section 6).
	7.4.2 Raise the anvil until it is almost touching the blade. Release the anvil locking thumbscrew and, looking from the left of the machine horizontally at the gap between anvil and blade, swing the anvil left or right until the gap is the same across the width of the blade – see Illustration 8.
	7.4.3 Using a thin short piece of card, position the card on the left of the anvil and slowly raise the anvil until the blade just grips the tip of the card. Do not have the card protruding under the blade holder or you will not see if the card tilts down on the left. If the card is at right angles to the anvil the blade holder is in the neutral position as shown in Illustration 9.
	7.4.4 Repeat this test for the right hand side of the anvil. If the card is at right angles to the anvil the blade holder is in the neutral position on the right hand side.
	7.4.5 If both left and right hand sides are neutral the whole blade will be in the neutral position.
	7.5 To adjust the blade holder to the neutral position:
	7.5.1 If either the left or right hand tests are not at right angles the blade holder needs adjustment. This is done by slackening both of the blade holder securing screws on the top of the frame, moving the holder slightly then re-tightening the screws. A certain amount of trial-and-error may be needed to get the holder in the correct position.

	8 Setting the anvil angle
	8.1 The standard anvil supplied with the Felsted Skiver is designed for flat full-width paring of leather. This allows narrow strips to be pared for such uses as inlays and onlays, or larger areas of leather to be progressively pared to an even thickness. You can also set the anvil at an angle to pare a tapered edge.
	8.2 It is possible to shape the head of the anvil to create varying thicknesses or narrower paring widths by shaping the supplied anvil or buying a spare anvil and shaping this. Customising your anvil is dealt with in section 11.
	8.3 To set the anvil to pare a uniform thickness across the width of the blade:
	8.3.1 Cut a strip of paper 10mm wide and about 100mm long (3/8” x 4”). The paper should be smooth and about 100 gsm (2.3 lb/sq.ft).
	8.3.2 Fit a blade into the machine (section 6).
	8.3.3 Move the anvil up towards the blade using the adjustment screw until the anvil is almost touching the blade.
	8.3.4 Make an initial setting of the anvil by eye: release the anvil locking thumbscrew and move the anvil left and right until the gap between the anvil and blade appears the same across the width of the anvil.
	8.3.5 Now make the fine adjustment to the anvil: insert the strip of paper between the anvil and the blade. If there isn’t enough space for the paper to fit, lower the anvil. Raise the anvil gently at the same time as moving the strip of paper back and forth in the centre of the blade. When you start to feel paper rubbing between the blade stop moving the anvil.
	8.3.6 Pass the paper strip from right to left in the centre of the blade. You should feel some resistance as you pull. If you need to increase the resistance raise the anvil slightly. When you have pulled the paper strip fully passed the blade, insert it again from the right; do not pull it to the left or you will cut the paper.
	8.3.7 Tighten the anvil locking thumbscrew.
	8.3.8 Move the paper strip to the left end of the blade and feel the resistance as you pull from right to left.
	8.3.9 Move the paper strip to the right end of the blade and feel the resistance as you pull from right to left.
	8.3.10 If you feel a difference in the force needed to pull the paper between the left, centre and right hand sides, make a tiny movement of the anvil by releasing the anvil locking thumbscrew, carefully moving to right or left as appropriate, then re-tighten the thumbscrew.
	8.3.11 Repeat steps 8.3.8 to 8.3.10 until the resistance to pulling the paper strip is even across the width of the blade.

	9 Paring leather
	9.1 Reducing the thickness of leather
	9.1.1 To reduce the thickness of a strip of leather follow these instructions; there is also a video demonstration of this on Vimeo https://vimeo.com/203597204:
	9.1.2 Cut a strip of leather longer and wider than you need for your finished size (this is to allow for stretching and narrowing since the leather can distort during paring).
	9.1.3 Use a scalpel or sharp knife to chamfer the left end of the strip (this step isn’t essential but it reduces the waste build-up on the left hand end of the strip).
	9.1.4 Set the anvil to pare a uniform thickness (sub-section 8.3) then open the anvil-to-blade gap wide enough to allow your leather through.
	9.1.5 Hold the leather in your right hand, hair side down. Pull the leather repeatedly from left to right and back again while adjusting the anvil upwards until you feel the blade start to bite the leather.
	9.1.6 Now grip the leather so that you are pulling with your right hand and guiding the strip with your left hand. Move the strip to the left so that you have just enough of it protruding from the right of the blade to grip with.
	9.1.7 Increment the anvil height by 0.1mm (0.002”) (1 division of the adjustment screw) and pull the strip from left to right. This should remove a shaving of leather from the flesh side, but leathers can vary in quality and thickness so you may need to run the leather backwards and forwards a few times, incrementing the anvil as necessary, to achieve a smooth even finish.
	9.1.8 Use a small brush such as a tooth brush to clear any parings left on the blade. Having a waste bin under the Felsted Skiver to collect the parings is a good way of keeping the floor clear of waste.
	9.1.9 When you have pulled the strip past the blade completely you should slide the strip back between the anvil and blade as you pull the strip from right to left. Never slide the strip back between the anvil and blade without the right-to-left motion or you will slice into the leather. The corners of the anvil have a small radius to help slide the leather between the anvil and blade.
	9.1.10 When the strip feels even, measure the thickness at intervals using a thickness gauge. Using a measurement enables you to repeat the same thickness on other strips. Alternatively you can fold the leather between your finger and observe the amount of spring-back and also feel any variation in the thickness along the crease.
	9.1.11 If you need finely pared strips 0.1mm (0.002”) or thinner for on-lay work, do not continue to thin the leather on the flesh side but jump straight to sub-section 9.3 describing the thin leather paring technique.
	9.1.12 Continue to pare the leather strip, incrementing the anvil height each time. The increment you choose will depend on the sharpness of the blade and the properties of the leather, but somewhere between 0.05mm and 0.2mm (0.001” and 0.004”) per cut is typical.

	9.2 Judging when the blade is blunt
	9.2.1 As you progressively pare the thickness of the leather you will gradually blunt the razor blade. You need to turn the blade to the second edge or replace the blade before the risk of tearing the leather becomes too great. As the blade dulls you will feel the force needed to pull the leather increase and the blade will not bite into the leather as well as when new. Judging the point when the blade needs replacing will come with experience but err on the safe side if working on an expensive skin.
	9.2.2 If you are changing to a fresh sharp edge part-way through paring a strip of leather there is a risk that the new edge will bite and tear the strip so it is a good idea to retract the anvil by about 0.05mm (0.001”) (half a division on the adjustment wheel) before taking the first cut with the new blade.

	9.3 Paring a thin layer (‘lace curtain’) of leather
	9.3.1 You should be able to easily pare almost any leather to a thickness of 0.5mm (0.013”) with the Felsted Skiver by paring on the flesh side of the leather. Thicknesses down to 0.3mm (0.008”) are possible with many book leathers but as the leather becomes progressively thinner it also distorts more and is inclined to tear if you continue to pare on the flesh side. If you need finely pared leather with a thickness of 0.05mm to 0.15mm (0.001” to 0.003”) it is best to pare this from the skin side of a reasonably thick piece of leather.
	9.3.2 Fit a new blade (section 6) or edge in the Felsted Skiver and pare the leather on the flesh side just enough to have a smooth finish and an even thickness. This should leave you with a blade that is still relatively sharp and you can continue to the next step but if you feel it is necessary, fit a fresh blade edge as you will need a relatively sharp blade for the next stage.
	9.3.3 Turn the leather over so that the skin side is uppermost and pare the thickness you require in one cut. You may not need to adjust the anvil for this cut but this depends on the leather and the thickness you require. You may need to retract or advance the anvil slightly depending on the effect you want.


	10 Paring paper
	10.1 Although the Felsted Skiver is designed for paring leather it can also be used to pare paper where a scarf joint may be preferable to a lap joint when joining two fairly thick pieces of paper. Using a paring machine has the advantage over hand paring of maintaining a constant angle for both sides of the joint.
	10.2 A scarf joint in paper typically requires an angle of between 5° and 6° to give a glued surface ten times the paper thickness. To set this angle:
	10.2.1 Cut a small strip of card and measure its thickness. For this example we’ll say it is 1.0mm (0.025”) thick.
	10.2.2 Move the anvil away from the blade by several millimetres.
	10.2.3 Release the anvil locking thumbscrew and give a small tilt to the anvil so that the side furthest away from you will contact the blade first when you raise the anvil. Tighten the anvil locking thumbscrew.
	10.2.4 Raise the anvil so that the anvil just touches the blade (the blade will bend slightly to accommodate this).
	10.2.5 Hold a ruler against the anvil so that the zero mark is where the blade touches the anvil and place the strip of card on the anvil between the anvil and blade at the point where the blade just touches the card. The measurement on the ruler needs to be ten times the thickness of the card – 10mm (0.25”) in this example.
	10.2.6 Repeat from step 10.2.2 adjusting the angle until you get the desired value.
	10.2.7 You are free to choose any angle that can be set on the anvil; the important thing is that it doesn’t change between the paring of the two pieces of paper that form the joint.
	10.3 You now need to pull each piece of paper through the Felsted Skiver evenly so that a uniform curl of paper is taken off to form the chamfer; this takes practice. If your paper is printed you may need to turn the second piece of paper over to form the other half of the chamfer and keep the page sequence correct.
	10.4 It is best to pull the paper past the blade at an angle of about 45° to get a slicing action.
	10.5 Paper quality and grain direction can have a significant effect on the success of paper paring so it is a good idea to practice on some spare pieces of the actual paper you will be using until you are confident your technique will work.

	11 Maintenance
	11.1 Daily tasks
	11.1.1 Clean the machine of dust and paring debris using a soft brush or small vacuum cleaner.
	11.1.2 Lower the anvil a few millimetres and remove the blade from the machine before returning the machine to its box.

	11.2 Weekly tasks
	11.2.1 There is a video demonstrating the adjustment and lubrication of the Felsted Skiver at https://vimeo.com/203723664.
	11.2.2 Clean the machine of dust and paring debris.
	11.2.3 Grip the sides of the anvil between thumb and forefinger and try moving the anvil from side to side. If you can feel movement, adjust the slideway screws as described in sub-section 11.3.
	11.2.4 Remove the anvil.
	11.2.5 Shake the bottle of lubricant supplied with the Felsted Skiver and put 2 drops into each of the two slideways – see Illustration 18. This lubricant should be allowed to dry before using the machine again.
	11.2.6 Put a drop of the lubricant above the anvil adjustment screw and another drop below the screw. This lubricant should be allowed to dry before using the machine again.
	11.2.7 Do NOT lubricate any of the parts in contact with the anvil: the engineering-grade plastic the anvil is made from is already low-friction and self-lubricating.

	11.3 Adjusting the anvil slideway screws
	11.3.1 The slideway screws are adjusted so that the anvil can slide up and down freely but not loosely. If you feel that adjusting the anvil has become too difficult or if the anvil feels loose in its sideways movement, adjust the four screws as follows:
	11.3.2 Use the 8mm spanner to loosen the 4 lock nuts.
	11.3.3 Use the 2.5mm hexagonal key to loosen the 4 screws about 2 turns.
	11.3.4 Grip the sides of the anvil between finger and thumb and try moving it from side to side: you should feel it move.
	11.3.5 Whilst you have the anvil loose, try raising and lowering it with a few turns on the adjustment screw. The screw should have a little tightness due to the anti-backlash spring but it should move smoothly. If it does not, the anvil guide may need a more thorough clean – see sub-section 11.6.
	11.3.6 Use the 2.5mm hexagonal key to tighten the 2 screws on the inside of the machine frame until you just feel resistance increase, then slacken each of the screws a quarter of a turn. Tighten the lock nuts of these 2 screws with the 8mm spanner.
	11.3.7 Now use the 2.5mm hexagonal key to tighten the 2 screws on the outside of the frame until you just feel resistance increase, then slacken each of the screws an eighth of a turn and tighten the lock nuts. Check that you cannot feel sideways movement on the anvil: if you can, loosen the lock nuts, tighten the screws slightly then re-tighten the lock nuts.
	11.3.8 Using the anvil adjustment screw, try raising and lowering the anvil: you should feel slightly more resistance than you did in step 10.3.5 but the stiffness should not be so great that you have difficulty operating the adjustment screw. Re-adjust the screws if necessary until you get the feel you want. Do not have the screws too loose or the anvil will move from side to side, which will reduce the precision of the machine.

	11.4 Replacing worn anvil slideway screws
	11.4.1 The anvil slides up and down on 4 adjustable stainless steel screws that require proper lubrication for a long life. Even so, after much use these screws will become worn making precise adjustment of the anvil movement difficult. If you cannot adjust the anvil slideway screws (sub-section 11.3) satisfactorily the screw tips should be checked for signs of wear and replaced if necessary.
	11.4.2 Check the 4 slideway screws for wear by removing them and looking at the conical tips. If any of the screws’ tips shows a flattened area all 4 screws should be replaced.
	11.4.3 Purchase and fit 4 screws with the following specification: screw type: stainless steel, hexagon socket, conical point thread size: M4 x 0.7 (metric coarse thread) thread length: 10mm It is important that the screws have conical points, not cup or flat points. Screws of this type are readily available on-line or may be purchased by contacting www.felstedskiver.com.

	11.5 Correcting a worn anvil surface
	11.5.1 The anvil is made from a low-friction wear-resistant engineering grade plastic but after extended use it may become worn or scored. You can restore the anvil surface using the following procedure:
	11.5.2 Remove the anvil by unscrewing the anvil locking thumbscrew and the anvil retaining screw completely. There are spring washers under the head of the anvil retaining screw that you should be careful not to lose.
	11.5.3 The most important aspect of the anvil is that the top edge is straight when viewed from the front so that an even thickness can be pared. It should also have a radius when viewed from the side and at right angles to the thin edge. To restore the edge you will need several wet & dry abrasive sheets in the range 400 grit to 1200 grit. If the damage to the anvil is severe you might also need a 220 grit sheet.
	11.5.4 Wet the 400 grit sheet and place it on a flat rigid surface such as a sheet of toughened glass.
	11.5.5 Holding the anvil upside down between the thumb and forefinger of both hands, stroke the anvil across the abrasive paper with a rocking motion. Check frequently that the anvil edge is straight using an accurate edge such as a steel ruler or set square.
	11.5.6 The corner of the anvil should have a small radius to help slide the leather between anvil and blade. Restore this radius by giving the corners of the anvil a few strokes on the wet & dry paper.
	11.5.7 Once you have removed any damage and wear from the edge, replace the wet & dry paper with the next finer grade such as 800 grit and repeat steps 11.5.5 and 11.5.6.
	11.5.8 To get a smooth finish you can optionally use a sheet of 1200 grit wet & dry, repeating steps 11.5.5 and 11.5.6 again.
	11.5.9 If you find it difficult to achieve a flat edge you may need to place a narrow strip of thin paper under the wet & dry sheet. This raises the abrasive sheet slightly along a narrow area and lets you apply a little more pressure where needed.

	11.6 Full strip-down service
	11.6.1 If the machine has been well maintained it will rarely be necessary to completely disassemble the skiver. Should it be necessary, follow this procedure:
	11.6.2 Remove the blade.
	11.6.3 Unscrew and remove the blade holder.
	11.6.4 Unscrew the anvil locking thumbscrew and the anvil retaining screw making sure that the spring washers are kept safely, then remove the anvil.
	11.6.5 Release the 4 lock nuts and remove the 4 screws from the anvil slideway.
	11.6.6 Turn the anvil adjustment screw until the anvil slideway comes out of the adjustment screw.
	11.6.7 The anvil adjustment screw has an anti-backlash spring washer fitted. Remove the adjustment screw and spring washer carefully and keep the washer safe.
	11.6.8 Reassembly is the reverse process of disassembly.
	11.6.9 Clean any surplus lubricant off the guideways and the anvil adjustment screw with a dry cloth. Re-lubricate with several drops of ceramic wax lubricant and allow to dry.
	11.6.10 When you have replaced the anvil slideway, the anvil adjustment screw and the anti-backlash washer, put back the 4 screws and lock nuts and follow procedure 11.3 to adjust the slideway movement.
	11.6.11 Attach the anvil ensuring that the 2 spring washers are under the head of the anvil retaining bolt.
	11.6.12 Attach the blade holder and follow section 7 to set this correctly.
	11.6.13 Follow section 8 to set the anvil correctly.


	12 Creating a custom anvil
	12.1 The standard anvil for the Felsted Skiver is made with a straight edge so that an even thickness of leather can be pared across the width of the blade. This works in the majority of cases but some users may have a specialist need for narrow or curved cuts. For this the user can shape the anvil to their own needs, either by altering the supplied anvil or buying a spare and swapping between anvils as needed.
	12.2 As an example, let’s assume that we want to pare the spine of a full leather cover where the hinges are formed by thinning the leather on a radius from its normal 1.0mm thickness down to 0.6mm. For this we are going to shape the anvil as shown in the diagram:
	12.3 The shaping is done using a progression of wet & dry paper working down from 200 grit, 400 grit, 800 grit and 1200 grit on a flat firm surface.
	12.4 If a step is required in the anvil rather than a smooth curve, a template is placed under the abrasive sheets to obtain the required shape. For a single-use template a rectangle of paper is all that’s required, preferably a sized watercolour grade that will resist the water used on wet & dry paper. For repeated use waxed paper, acetate sheet or some recycled plastic packaging can be used. The thicker the template the deeper the step will be.
	12.5 If you need an accurate curve make a radius gauge so that you know when your anvil is the correct shape. Card or plastic can be used for this.
	12.6 Place a piece of 220 grit wet & dry paper over the template if you are using one and onto a flat surface.
	12.7 Holding the anvil upside down between the thumb and forefinger stroke the anvil across the abrasive paper with a rocking motion. Changing hands and turning the anvil frequently will help keep the wear even both side-to-side and front-to-back. Check frequently that the anvil edge is curving correctly using a steel ruler or the gauge.
	12.8 When you are happy with the shape, replace the wet & dry paper with a sheet of 400 grit wet & dry and smooth the anvil using the same hand action, then use 800 grit, then 1200 grit to get an increasingly smooth finish.

	13 Service and support
	13.1 The Felsted Skiver is a simple robust machine that can be serviced by most users themselves. Some parts will eventually wear to the point where they will need replacing. The main wearing part are the slideway screws and the anvil. Replacements can be obtained from the manufacturer at www.felstedskiver.com. If you prefer your machine to be refurbished by the manufacturer, contact www.felstedskiver.com for a quote.


